European Parliament
Introduction
The European Parliament is the only directly elected EU institution. The parliament meets in Brussels and
Strasbourg. It cannot propose legislation. Instead, alongside the Council of the European Union, it can
discuss, amend, and vote on laws proposed by the Commission.

History
Originally created as an appointed body under the Treaty of Rome in 1957, the European Parliament’s role
was to review EU proposals. It has gained greater prominence since it became a directly elected body in
1979. Under the Single European Act (1986), it was given the power to veto the entry of a new member
state. Then the Maastricht Treaty (1992) gave the parliament the power of co-decision, meaning in some
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European Union must jointly approve the vast majority of EU laws. In some cases, such as agreements on
foreign policy or adopting competition law, the parliament must be consulted but the Council can approve
the changes without their support.

Parliamentary system
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MEPs are elected under a system of proportional representation to represent regions within each country.
They represent the electorate’s interests in discussions with the other EU institutions. The parliament cannot
propose legislation; only discuss, amend, and vote to accept or reject laws proposed by the Commission. The
parliament has different committees to review specific areas of newly proposed laws. They can also produce
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

