The European Council
Introduction
The European Council is made up of the heads of state or government from each of the 28 EU countries. It
also includes the President of the Commission, the High Representative for Foreign Affairs & Security Policy
and the President of the European Council, who is elected by the Council. It meets in summits at least four
times a year to discuss EU policy and any controversial issues that may arise. It seeks to provide leadership to
the Council of the European Union and directs EU policy.

History
Regular meetings of the leaders of the EU countries were set up in 1974. Since then, the European Council
has become the EU’s most visible decision-taking body owing to its high-profile meetings. It has often driven
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Tusk, former Prime Minister of Poland. He represents the EU on the world stage, organises Council summits,
and informs Parliament of the outcomes. The President must be a non-head of government and serves a two
and a half year term, which can be extended to five years.
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Council of the European Union and takes the lead in more complex areas of policy. The Council also officially
approves important documents and is involved in EU treaty negotiations.
Decisions in the European Council are usually made by consensus, with members agreeing to certain policy
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coalition government means that two or more political parties agree to share power in
government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

