European Commission
Introduction
The European Commission is the EU’s executive body. The Commission is the only institution that can
propose EU laws and it ensures that these laws are properly applied in all member states. When members do
not implement EU law the Commission can take legal action. The Commission has the financial power to
draft the EU budget and distribute EU money to member states. It also represents all member states in treaty
negotiations, the enlargement of the EU, and it surveys all decisions made about foreign, justice and home
affairs policy.
The European Commission is not directly elected by the electorate and, due to its far reaching power, many
critics have accused it of being undemocratic. Instead, each member state government sends one person to
be in the Commission.
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History

legislature or Parliament (House of Commons, House of Lords and devolved Assemblies in
Wales and Northern Ireland).

The Commission was created by the Treaty of Rome (1957). Its influence has changed over the years, largely
Appointed Prime Minister (or chancellor) as Head of Government and a monarch (or
depending upon the president. Walter Hallstein, president from 1958 to 67, is credited with establishing this
ceremonial president) as Head of State.
part of the EU. Jacques Delors (1985-94) moved the integration process forward. In 1999, due to allegations
of corruption, the entire Commission resigned following pressure from the European Parliament.
Over 2,000 permanent EU civil servants based in Brussels carry out the work of the Commission. They are
based in 33 Directorates-General which deal with all areas of economic and social policy, external affairs, the
management of the EU, legal
advice and translation. Each commissioner is supported by their own cabinet of
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Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
can be formed. A minority government does not have an overall majority in Parliament. A
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

