Court of Justice of the European Union
Introduction
The Court of Justice of the European Union is the judiciary of the European Union. It is made up of three courts; the
Court of Justice, the General Court and, the Civil Service Tribunal. The courts are responsible for ensuring EU law is
applied correctly across the union. The Court of Justice is commonly referred to as the European Court of Justice (ECJ).
In areas covered by EU law, the Court of Justice is the highest court in the EU, outranking national supreme courts. Its
judgements can affect member states, companies and individuals, and it is the referee between member states,
institutions, businesses and individuals in disputes relating to EU law.

History
The Court of Justice of the European Coal and Steel Community was set up under the Treaty of Paris (1951) to
implement the legal framework. In 1957, under the Treaty of Rome, it became the Court of the European
Communities. When the European Union was created under the Maastricht Treaty (1992), the court’s powers were
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treaty obligations, reviews laws passed by EU bodies and provides preliminary rulings on cases referred to it by
national courts.
The General Court, which also consists of 28 judges, one from each member state, works alongside the Court of Justice.
Its primary role is to hear all actions brought by individuals or companies when they believe laws affecting them breach
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clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
can be formed. A minority government does not have an overall majority in Parliament. A
© CIVITAS Institute for the Study
of Civil government
Society 2016
Wayne
Ives,to
Civitas
02/2006
coalition
means that two or more politicalAuthor:
parties
agree
share
power in
More EU factsheets: http://www.eu-facts.org.uk
Last update: Justin Protts, 02/2016
government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

